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JESSE COOK
Celebrating 30 Years with the Montreal International Jazz Festival – A Special Anniversary Concert on July 4 at Place des Arts
LIVE IN CONCERT
07/04 – Montreal – Théâtre Maisonneuve, Place des Arts
Montreal, October 2026 – Thirty years after his very first appearance at the Montreal International Jazz Festival, acclaimed Canadian guitar virtuoso Jesse Cook will return on July 4, 2027, at Théâtre Maisonneuve, Place des Arts, for a special concert celebrating three decades of music, memories, and a remarkable connection with the Festival and Montreal audiences. This anniversary performance promises to revisit highlights from an extraordinary international career that has been closely intertwined with the Festival's history.
It all began in 1996 at Le Spectrum en haut, where a then relatively unknown Jesse Cook performed a two-week run of concerts. Word quickly spread, and the crowds grew night after night. That first encounter marked the beginning of a lasting love affair with Montreal, one that continues three decades later.
Over the years, Jesse Cook has become a Festival favourite, performing everywhere from intimate venues to massive outdoor stages. In 2004, he captured that special connection with the release of Montreal, a live album and DVD recorded at the Métropolis during the Festival, featuring fan favourites such as "Baghdad," "Beloved," and "Luna Llena." In 2007, he was joined onstage by Ron Sexsmith for a memorable rendition of Crowded House's "Fall at Your Feet."
He later returned to Montreal's Maison symphonique, notably in 2015 and 2024, further strengthening the special bond he shares with Quebec audiences.
“This year marks the 30th anniversary of my first performance at the Montreal International Jazz Festival. For three decades, I’ve had the privilege of performing at one of… no, the biggest jazz festival in the world.

Back in 1996, my first album had just been released, and I made my festival debut at the tiny Le Spectrum en Haute, a little club overlooking Sainte-Catherine Street. The first night, the room was mostly empty. By the end of that run, there was a lineup around the block — and nobody was more surprised than me!
From a half-empty room in 1996 to an audience of 70,000 in 2009, it’s been an incredible ride. FIJM has been a very special part of my journey, and I’ll always hold a special place in my heart for the festival and the wonderful people of Montréal. - Jesse Cook
Internationally recognized for his distinctive blend of flamenco, jazz, Latin rhythms, and world music, Jesse Cook has built an extraordinary career defined by exceptional musicianship and a boundary-breaking musical vision. His captivating compositions, electrifying live performances, and ability to take audiences on a musical journey have earned him a unique place on the international music scene.
On July 4, 2027, Jesse Cook will return to the Montreal International Jazz Festival at Théâtre Maisonneuve to celebrate three decades of music, passion, and unforgettable memories with Montreal audiences. A very special anniversary concert not to be missed!
Information : Simon Fauteux
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