
























































First of all a tremendous thanks to 
Olaf Gundel & Yves Archambault
For your hard work huge talents, 

dedication & love 
for this Rail Nomads project 

Without you lads,
this audio-book will still be a dream

A huge thanks to our special guests
Willie West, Santosh Lalonde, Mafé, 

Olaf Gundel.Pascale Bussière, 
Robert 7 crows & Thomas Hellman

Heartfelt thanks also to
the Let artists be station

Louis-Armand Bombardier, Marie-Eve Vigor, 
Danika Fleury, Sophie Dallaire-Bouchard, 

Christian Breton, Sébastien Franco, 
Charles–Antoine marcotte

To the Westtrainz Hobo Jungle Choir
Matt Zimbel, Lyne Tremblay. 
Maritza Edmond Briffault, 

Melissa Dyer, Vincent Letarte, 
Simon Tiger Alain, Sébastien Lacombe, 
Angelina Sanchez & Fabienne Lucet

For the great Rail Nomads Band
Olaf Gundel, Santosh Lalonde, 

John Mc   Golgan, Jimmy St-Amand, 
Geneviève Bouchard, Michel Fordin

To our technical, photographic
& visual crew

Martin Bourgault, Rico Michel, 
Christina Alonso, Alex Lepage. Alexis vignault.

For the historical advices 
Leo & Andrée West & Bia Krieger 

Many thanks for artistic advices
Francois Berthiaume, Pascale Bussière, 

Nico Cirrito. Jean Leloup, Ania Morochnik, 
Angelina Sanchez, Anick St-Louis, 
Carlos Krieger West, Matt Zimbel

CO-PRODUCER, CO-ARRANGER,
co-cOMPOSER, co-SONGWRITER 

Erik West Millette, Olaf Gundel

GRAPHIC DESIGN, DRAWINGS
Yves Archambault aka Yaral

MIXES & RECORDINGS
Olaf Gundel/studio Lobster Tank 

Mastering
Ryan Morey

ADDITIONAL RECORDINGS
Eric Raté/Studio B-12
(freight train blues)

William Legallee Mann/Legallee sound studio
(train Surfers)

Francis Covan studio Arcovan
(Rail Nomads. Terminal city trainz)

Leon studio au Minnesotta
(FREEDOM TRAIN)

Vincent Ménard/programmation
MARTINE H.CRISPO/BEATS

(BEAT THAT TRAIN) 

additional songwriting
Willie West 

(freedom train, freight train blues,
Ghost town devil, I’m a train Wreck)

Santosh LALONDE (Broken hobo man) 



HOBO TERMS & SLANG

A mouthpiece a lawyer

Angelina  a young inexperienced hobo
Banjo  a small portable frying pan for campfire
Beachcomber  a hobo who hangs around docks or seaports
Big house  the prison
Bullets  black beans
Black snake  a solid train of loaded coal
Boneward   hospital
California blankets  newspaper for bedding
Cannonball a fast train
Cover with the moon  sleep out in the open
Cathouse  brothel,bordelo,whorehousE
Drummer  a yard conductor
Dutch act  a suicide
Easy mark  hobo sign
Extra gang  a crew that work on the railroad tracks for few days 
Flat busted  completely broke
Flim flam  hoax or to trick
Flop house  hobo motel
Fly away  a deserter from army
Freeloader  a train rider
Flip flop and fly  to grab a moving train
Fruit tramp  seasonal worker on freight train 
Grease the tracks to be run over by a train
Gandy gumbo a spike worker dish

Gone with the birds going down south for the winter
Grease balls a low life
Grifters  Carnies,circus peoples
Grinder   your teeth
Hearse a caboose
Head lamp lights on engine lcomotive
High–ball a sign to start moving
Hijack  a robbery
Hobo jungle  Hobo camp site
High iron the mainline tracks

Hobo belt  like Milwaukee,Chicago,Los angeles
Hoboeit   a female hobo Or sisters of the roads
Hobohemia  the universe of the hobo
Hobo codes  secret hobo signs with chalk
Hobo marks  graffiti on train cars
Hobo monikers  nick names for hobos
Hobo news  newspaper for hobo started by james Eads in 1910
Hobo night hawks  Police who disguise themselves as hobos
Hobo Stew  a mulligan stew cooked in large pot in the hobo jungle
Jungle  an area off railroads where hobo camp, eat and congregate
Jungle buzzard a rail bum or a thief
Jooker An experienced Hobo
King of the road   award in the hobo convention
Looloo  a sexy woman
Mission Stiff   Homeless shelter for retired hobos or tramps
Mulligan stew   a community stew in the hobo jungle
Number 9 train  an easy train to jump New orleans where you find hobos
Possum belly  to ride on the roof of a passenger car
Pimpstick  A cigarette
Rail rider  experienced hobo and sometimes train workers with railroad cards
Railroad fever  a malady for tramps which there are no remedy
Railroad spike  homemaid knife to keep the boxcardoor from closing 
(and not freezing to death )

Stoogies  cigars
Sky pilot  a preacher or minister
The bulls  Rail Police
Ramble  wander for pleasure like tramps
Rank cats  the lowest bums
Red cross  Morphine
Riding the rods  front end boxcar
Riding the blinds  baggage car
Road bums  another name for hobos
Road burn  on the road for too long
Roughneck   a freight train caboose breakman
Road kid  young hobo with experienced hobo
Run dum  A drunkard
Yegg  a rail bum professional thief
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1.Rail Nomads
2.Loco Westtrainz Stogies
3.New-Mexico Joe
4.Anna Lee
5.Jack Black
6.Beat that train
7.Ghost town devil
8.Transcontinental T
9.Broken Hobo Man
10.I am a train wreck
11.Train surfers
12.Freedom riders
13.Sisters of the road
14.R7 Crows
15.Mawi omi
16.Hobo Trance
17.Westtrainz hobo jungle
18.Harry West
19.Freedom Train
20.Hobo Sunrise
21.Slim Dane Cigarbox
22.Freight train blues
23.The ghost of Sailor jack
24.Terminal city train

“A GRAPHIC & MUSICAL JOURNEY 
INTO THE HOBO JUNGLE”

INSTANT ACCESS TO 
RAIL NOMADS SOUNDTRACK


